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Marriage is a union between one man and one woman that is ordained by God. 

It was first instituted by God in the early chapters of Genesis1 and codified in 

the Levitical law2.  The Old Testament prophets compared it to a relationship 

between God and his people3.  Examples of marriage are in the historical 

narratives4, and the wisdom literature5 discusses the unique unity of this 

relationship. Jesus explained the original intention and core elements of 

marriage6, and several New Testament Epistles give explicit instructions on this 

union7. Marriage is a typology of Christ and the Church, the embodiment of the 

joy and encouragement found within relationships. As such, the Church views 

marriage as a profound spiritual institution established by God.  

The Scriptures, we believe, are very clear on God’s standards towards marriage 

and how the church should approach it.  Because God is the author of 

marriage, His church must conform to His design which is a spiritual union 

between one man and one woman, and that within this union alone the 

physical and spiritual expression of sex is to be freely enjoyed8.  Therefore, we 

believe that sexual relationships before marriage are contrary to God’s will for 

human sexual expression, as are, homosexuality9, incest10, pedophilia11, 

adultery12, prostitution13, and polygamy14; and that any union outside of God’s 

original design, as specified above, is by definition not marriage.  Due to the 

importance of marriage in the Biblical witness, WestGate Church adopts the 

following policy. 

 

WestGate Church Marriage and Re-Marriage Policies: 

1.  Couples seeking to get married at WestGate Church by a WestGate pastor 

or another pastor need the approval of a WestGate pastor.  The couple is also 

expected to complete premarital counseling and receive a positive 

recommendation after its completion.  Premarital counseling can be done by 

WestGate Church pastoral staff or counselors employed by WestGate Church 

or other persons who, in the sole opinion of the pastoral staff of WestGate 

Church, have appropriate training, experience, and spiritual understanding to 

provide such counseling.  We recommend that premarital counseling be 

scheduled so it can be completed prior to sending out wedding invitations.  Any 

pastor officiating marriage ceremonies on church premises, whether or not 

employed by WestGate Church, shall affirm their agreement with the WestGate 

Marriage Policy and shall conduct themselves in a manner that is consistent 

therewith. 
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2.  Should it be determined that the couple is not qualified or adequately 

prepared for marriage, either as a result of premarital counseling or pastoral 

recommendation, the wedding may not be held at WestGate Church.  In the 

event that the couple chooses to proceed with their wedding plans they will 

need to make alternative arrangements for facilities and wedding officiate.  The 

pastoral staff assigned by WestGate Church to implement the procedures 

contained in this Marriage Policy may (at his or her sole discretion) decline to 

make church facilities available for, and/or decline to officiate at, a ceremony 

when (in his or her judgment) there are significant concerns that one or both of 

the applicants may not be qualified to enter into the sacred bond of marriage 

for theological, doctrinal, moral, or legal reasons.  Couples may appeal the 

decision of pastoral staff by submitting to the elder board, in writing, their 

disagreement with the determination of the pastoral staff.  The decision of the 

elder board shall be final. 

 

3.  It is WestGate’s belief that the Bible speaks to marriage as being the joining 

together of a man and a woman in a monogamous relationship for a lifetime15.  

We believe that a couple engaged in a sexual relationship prior to marriage is 

living outside of God’s intent16; therefore we will not perform a marriage 

ceremony for a couple that does not submit to the authority of God in their 

relationship and agree to abstain from sexual relations until after their 

marriage. 

 

4.  It is WestGate’s belief that the Bible speaks to marriage being between one 

man and one woman17.  We believe that same-sex relationships are outside of 

God’s intent for marriage; therefore we will not marry same-sex couples at 

WestGate. 

 

5.  It is WestGate’s belief that the Bible states that a Christ-follower should not 

be joined to an unbeliever18; therefore we will not marry a Christ-follower to 

someone who is not a Christ-follower.   
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6.  It is WestGate’s belief regarding divorce/re-marriage that God abhors 

divorce19, and that every effort should be made to reconcile problems, 

differences, and conflicts that exist within a marriage, as this best reflects the 

will of God for all marriages.  However, the Bible recognizes that some 

marriages may be truly irreconcilable. In the event of divorce, we believe the 

Bible speaks to three circumstances under which there is freedom for Christ-

followers to re-marry.  Therefore, WestGate Church will perform marriage 

ceremonies only for divorced persons seeking to remarry who divorced for one 

of the following reasons. 

1. For those who were divorced prior to becoming Christ-followers20 

2. For those whose spouse has been unfaithful*21.  

3. For someone that was married to an unbeliever, and the unbeliever left 

the marriage22. 

 

7.   The Bible recognizes that the bond of marriage between husband and wife 

exists for a lifetime.   At the death of a spouse, the marriage ends, and it is 

permissible for a Christ-follower to remarry another Christ-follower23. 

 

 

*Faithfulness in Marriage - Legitimate sexual relations are exercised solely 

within marriage. Hence, a sexual activity defined as “unfaithful” is, but is not 

limited to: Adultery, fornication, incest, homosexuality, pedophilia, and 

bestiality, which are inconsistent with the teachings of the Bible and the 

Church. Further, lascivious behavior, efforts to change gender, and the 

creation and/or distribution and/or habitual viewing of pornography, and 

willfully engaging in prolonged emotional affairs, are incompatible with the 

Biblical witness. 
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3. Isaiah 54:10, 55:3, Jeremiah 31:31-33, Ezekiel 16 
4. Genesis, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, Kings, and Ezekiel 
5. Psalms & Proverbs 
6. Matthew 19:4-6, Mark 10:6-9 
7. 1 Corinthians 7, Ephesians 5, Hebrews 13:4 
8. Genesis 1:27, Genesis 2:18, 23-24, Mark 10:6-9 
9. Leviticus 18:22, Leviticus 20:13, Romans 1:26-27, 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, 1 Timothy 1:9-10 
10. Leviticus 20:17 

11. Matthew 18:6 
12. Exodus 20:14, Leviticus 20:10 
13. Leviticus 19:29, Proverbs 5: 3-5 
14. Deuteronomy 17:17 
15. Genesis 2:18, 24, Matthew 19:4-6 
16. Matthew 5:27-28, 1 Corinthians 6:12-20, 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5, Ephesians 5:3 
17. Genesis 2:18, 24, Matthew 19:4-6, 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
18. 2 Corinthians 6:14 
19. Malachi 2:15-16 
20. 2 Corinthians 5:17 
21. Matthew 5:27-28, 31-32, 19:8-9 
22. 1 Corinthians 7: 12-15 
23. Romans 7:2-3 1 Corinthians 7:39 


