
Week of May 21,  2017 

 
 
Q Series: Week 5 

DIVING IN: 
This weekend, we listened to Sunnyvale Campus Pastor David Kim talk 
about the topic of contradictions in Scripture. What most stood out to 
you in this teaching?    
 
LEADER NOTE: The goal of this message was to show that there 
are passages in the Bible that are confusing, that seem to say or 
imply things about God that make Him unworthy of worship.  And so 
we either avoid these passages (play ostrich) or we grow 
increasingly suspicious that maybe God isn’t so good (and maybe 
He’s a moral monster).  David Kim shows us a way through that, 
and posits that the problems of the Bible aren’t intellectual ones, but 
relational ones, and therefore, solved in some of the same ways we 
solve relational conflict.    
 
What questions or thoughts did the message stir up in you?  
 
QUESTION 2: 
Have you ever encountered a passage in the Bible that was either very 
confusing or difficult or that caused tension in you? What was the 
passage? Why was it so troubling to you?   
 
LEADER NOTE: It’s highly likely that someone in your group will 
offer up a passage or verse that’s really confusing (or that seems to 
say something terrible about God).  And you might not know how to 
respond.  THAT’S OKAY.  It’s okay not to know.  It’s okay to have to 
do some research and look into it.  And it’s okay to use that tension 
to drive everyone to try to delve in, as a group, to try and figure it 
out.  The goal here isn’t so much “having an answer” perhaps 
(although there are times when that’s possible) but rather showing 
them how to solve it.  David’s solution.    
 
How did you deal with this passage? What is your process when you’re 
stuck?  
 
LEADER NOTE: In the sermon, David Kim discussed a difficult 
passage in Deuteronomy 21, and then outlined how he made sense 
of it.  Kim’s method was conversation (going to God in prayer about 
your confusion), community (asking other fellow believers) and 
context (doing the hard work of understanding and unearthing the 
historical + literary backgrounds for meaning). All three play a key 
role in helping us make sense of difficult texts.    
 
 

 
Q SERIES NOTE: 
During this series, we’ll take an honest look at some difficult topics. These 
questions are designed for Life Groups, and to spur on discussion about the 
content of the sermon with people you’re doing life with.  
 
 
 
GETTING STARTED: 
Who is someone you think understands you the best? Why? How did you get 
to that point?  
 
LEADER NOTE: This question is based off David Kim’s opening story 
of early arguments with his wife about honeymoon destinations 
because they fundamentally didn’t know each other yet.  The goal of 
this is to show that understanding takes a really long time, takes 
concerted effort and usually doesn’t just happen without real 
effort.  Same is true with God.  
 
QUESTION 1: 
How did your family of origin view the Bible? How did that influence your 
view of it and your relationship with it?  
 
LEADER NOTE: Often, how our family treats the Bible reflects our 
internal view of it. Both good, and bad. 
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QUESTION 3: 
Read these three verses where the Bible talks about itself.  Hebrews 4:12,  
2 Timothy 3:16-17 and Psalm 119:105-112.  
 
What do these verses say about Scripture? 
 
MAKING IT PERSONAL: 
Talk about a time when you had a deep question about the Bible and it was 
resolved in a way that led you to understand God more (and trust Him 
more).    
 
LEADER NOTE: It’s likely that you have a story about this.  Before your 
group meets, take some time to think about a verse that used to bother 
you, but now doesn’t, and actually makes MORE sense to you.  
 
FINAL ACTIVITY: 
What is your relationship with Scripture now? Be as honest as possible. 
What would you like it to be? How can the group help? Pray for one another.  
 
LEADER NOTE: If someone in your group is trying to you’re going to 
make sense of the Bible, a good study Bible is supremely helpful.  Two 
fantastic ones are the ESV Study Bible by Crossway or the NIV Cultural 
Backgrounds Study Bible.  Both Bible are very accessible and contain 
incredibly insightful information from trusted scholars. 
 
 
NOTE: If someone in your group has a question about something in the 
Bible, take time to email that question to 
questions@westgatechurch.org. Our pastoral staff will review them, 
and your question might get addressed at the end of the “Q” series 
during our Q&A panel. 
 
NOTE: Just a reminder to have your folks send in their questions. We 
look at all of them! 
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