
Week of March 19,  2017 

 

All Out: Week 9 

QUESTION 1: 

Read Isaiah 6:8-10. What strikes you about this text (which is quoted 

by both Jesus and Paul). What are the implications of what the Lord 

says?  

 
LEADER TIP: 
This verse is quoted in every Gospel, and in Acts.  The story of 
humanity is a story of people who are very interested in being 
independent of God, and who want to build their own Kingdoms apart 
from God.  These verses in Isaiah also hearken back to Stephen’s 
speech WAAAAY back in Chapter 7, where he says, “You stiff-necked 
people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like 
your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit!  Was there ever a 
prophet your ancestors did not persecute?” (Acts 7:51-52).  It seems 
that we humans are good at NOT listening and NOT 
seeing.  SIDENOTE: Look at Isaiah’s response to the Lord’s 
request.  “Here I am!  Send me!”  Think about the implications of this in 
light of Jesus.  Now, think about this in light of your own life.  
 

MAKING IT PERSONAL: 

Two distortions of the teachings of Jesus are Religious Moralists (who 

want the king but not the kingdom) and Secularists (who want the 

kingdom not the king). Have you seen examples of these two groups in 

our modern world (or in your own life)? 

 
LEADER TIP: 
This might be confusing if someone wasn’t at the weekend message to 
hear this explained.  The idea is that for Moralists and Secularists is 
that they both represent a vast failure to take Jesus seriously 
enough.  There are key areas where both are leaving Jesus out of their 
lives.  SECULARISTS want the Kingdom, but don’t understand that 
God wants children who are like his Son, the King.  And they aren’t 
willing to bow to the King.  MORALISTS say they bow to the King, but 
there are whole areas of their outward life that don’t reflect the way of 
the King or the Kingdom He wants. God is interested in a faith that’s 
lived out in righteous actions.  

READING PLAN NOTE: 

As part of the ALL OUT sermon series, we’re encouraging everyone at 

every campus of WestGate Church (and every Life Group) to emphasize 

prayer for the next 90 days.    

 

GETTING STARTED: 

Share a story about one of your most embarrassing moments.    
 
LEADER TIP: 
This should be fun!  Make sure you spend some time choosing an 
appropriately humiliating story to share.     

 

DIVING IN: 

Read Acts 28:17-31. What is going on here? What stands out to you in 

this passage?  

 
LEADER TIP: 
A couple of things going on in this passage that are probably worth your 
time zooming in.  First, it’s interesting that the leaders say the report 
about this fledgling faith Christianity is not good.  The leaders say “But 
we want to hear what your views are, for we know that people 
everywhere are talking against this sect.” 
 
If Paul were to come to modern day Bay Area and ask about what kinds 
of reports people have heard about Christians, what do you think 
people would say?  It also might not be good.   
 
Secondly, it’s interesting to note Paul’s reaction.  He goes right to 
Jesus.  I’m not sure why, but Paul doesn’t spend much time defending 
the stories of other Christians.  Steve often says, “I don’t spend one 
minute trying to defend the outrageous actions of other Christians.”  



Week of March 19,  2017 

 

All Out: Week 9 

PRAYER EMPHASIS: 

Take time to pray as a group for one another. Read the final line of the 

Book of Acts (Acts 28:31) and pray that the members of your group 

would also proclaim the kingdom of God in word and deed — with all 

boldness and without hindrance!  

QUESTION 2: 

Read through the following lists with your group and see if any stand 

out to you. Have you experienced any of these? Do any of them 

resonate with you right now? 

 

Situations where it’s easy to want the King but not His Kingdom: 

 when the kingdom requires I stop building my own kingdom 

 when His kingdom always requires forgiveness 

 and when the kingdom pushes me to serve 

 

Situations where it’s easy to want the Kingdom not the King: 

 when the King wants me to follow Him instead of lead Him 

 when the King leads the way to offend people 

 when the King leads the way to death 

 
LEADER TIP: 
This list is like a giant gut-punch.  Man.  It reminds me of the famous 
words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who wrote, “When Christ calls a man, he 
bids him come and die.”  Go through this list prayerfully and try to 
examine times when it’s been difficult for you to bow to the King, or live 
out His Kingdom in your life.  This question could lead to some 
important introspection and/or self-disclosure, so lead the way with your 
own vulnerability.  It’s TOUGH to follow Jesus, and no one fully bows or 
lives out His kingdom.  But let’s keep that as our goal, and march 
forward together, with God and His Spirit to help us.  


