
Week of March 12,  2017 

 

All Out: Week 8 

QUESTION 1: 

Historically, some of our faith’s greatest heresies arose when people 

tried to erase (or polarize) a clear paradox that was presented in the 

Scriptures (ex: Jesus is both man and God, God is both transcendent 

and imminent, we lose our lives to find them, etc). Why do you think 

paradox is so difficult for us?  

 
LEADER TIP: Paradoxes abound in the teachings of Scripture.  We 
see unseen things. We conquer by yielding. We find rest under a yoke. 
We reign by serving. We are made great by becoming small. We are 
exalted when we are humble. We become wise by being fools for 
Christ's sake. We are made free by becoming bondservants. We gain 
strength when we are weak. We triumph through defeat. We find 
victory by glorying in our infirmities. We live by dying. 
 
So why the fear of paradoxes?  Perhaps, we are all so much like Job, 
in a sense, thinking that if we only understood all the reasons for 
everything, that would make life easier.  But ultimately Job realizes no 
simple solution is possible. The paradox opens the door to a 
mysterious and unsearchable God. "Therefore I have uttered what I did 
not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know" (Job 
41:3). Yet living in this paradox has clarified for Job whether his faith is 
in God, or in what he knows about God. In the end, it is significant that 
Job cries out, not "I understand" but "I repent, and trust you, God" (Job 
42:6).  

READING PLAN NOTE: 

As part of the ALL OUT sermon series, we’re encouraging everyone at 

every campus of WestGate Church (and every Life Group) to emphasize 

prayer for the next 90 days.    

 

 

GETTING STARTED: 

What’s the best decision you’ve ever made in your life (up until now)?   

NOTE: If you’re married, you’re obliged to say, “Marrying my spouse.” 

So share your second best decision.  

 

 

DIVING IN: 

As a group, read the story of the ship and the storm from Acts 27:13-

44. What strikes you most about this story? What do you think is the 

lesson for us today?  

 
LEADER TIP: This section is supposed to include a time when your 
group can delve into Scripture.  That‟s why I‟m including this.  If you had 
people who didn‟t attend the service, it might be good to get into this. In 
Acts 27, we see this encounter in verse 24 “Last night an angel of the 
God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood beside me and said, „Do 
not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has 
graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you” juxtaposed with 
verse 31, ““Unless these men stay with the ship, you cannot be 
saved.”  So which is it? All will be saved?  Or you have to stay in the 
ship?  This raises all sorts of interesting questions about God‟s 
sovereignty and our free will, and the interaction of those two forces.  
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MAKING IT PERSONAL: 

Read Philippians 2:12-13. What strikes you about this passage? 

 

In what areas of your life do you need to “work out your salvation with 

fear and trembling”? In what areas do you need to trust that it is “God 

who works”?  

 

 

 

PRAYER EMPHASIS: 

Take time to find out if anyone in the group is going through a storm 

right now in which they need to hear the reassurance that God sees 

them and will act on their behalf.   

 

Pray as a group, that each group member might trust the Lord with the 

details of their life and also put in great effort to remain faithful to 

God. 

QUESTION 2: 

Read these two statements: 

 God’s Providence does not dismiss you from responsibility to live a 

life consistent with the Gospel. 

 Your responsibility does not remove the promise of God’s presence 

in your life to protect, provide for and love you. 

 
LEADER TIP: The Biblical understanding which is intellectually so wild 
and so wierd and so difficult to hold onto is also utterly 
practical.  Because the bible does not say “Your choices have no 
connection to your destiny” or that “Your choices determine your 
destiny” but rather God in His sovereignty relates your choices partially 
to your destiny but he is the one who fixes everything  

 

What do you think when you read those two statements? 

 

Why are both statements in this paradox necessary? What would 

happen to a person if they removed one of them?  

 
LEADER TIP: Although it‟s probably more complex than this, if 
someone doesn‟t believe in Statement 1, they will likely turn fatalistic 
and won‟t believe that they have any real agency in the world.  This 
passivity will lead them to not exert their fullest efforts in pursuit of the 
things God.  This could result in tragically wasted potential.  Conversely, 
if someone doesn’t believe in Statement 2, then everything is “up to 
them” and their efforts will be furious, but likely at a high cost to their 
own soul and well-being and trust in God.  After all, if “God helps those 
who help themselves” (a statement that is NOT in the Bible) then it’s up 
to me.  And that leads to burnout and fear.    


